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A MESSAGE FROM BUD STROTHEIDE, DIRECTOR FCA/MO

One of the main goals of the Ferrari Club of America is “to encourage Fellowship among Ferrari enthusiasts,” and I think our new FCA/MO Chapter can proudly say, “So far, so good!”  Over the last few months, our members have had some wonderful opportunities to meet and visit with one another.  In November, we had a fabulous cocktail and dinner party. In February, we celebrated the beginning of Formula One season with a “Kick-off” party.  In May, we got behind the wheel for a Spring Road Rally and Barbeque.  In June, we displayed our beautiful cars in the European Car Show.  In July, we toured Reid Vann’s Import Shop.  Regardless of where we met, we all came together because we love Ferraris, and want to have a good time with our cars and with each other.  We still have lots of great events to look forward to in the coming months, so be sure to join in the fun and good FELLOWSHIP.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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9th ANNUAL TRANSPORTATION CELEBRATION: 

August 3-4.  Museum of Transportation.  3015 Barrett Station Road, St. Louis. Our club has been invited to have a display at this popular event.  Want to show off your luscious car?  Call Chairman, JIM WEDDLE, @ 314.963.1216.

FALL ROAD TRIP:  Late September/October.  When the beautiful fall colors and cooler weather start setting in, we know you’re going to be itching to get your Ferrari’s “back on the road again.”  LARRY LIPSITZ and his Rally/Drive Committee are already busy planning our next scenic drive.  As soon as they have all of the details worked out, we’ll send out a flyer announcing the date and destination.
2002 DRIVER EDUCATION TRACK EVENT:  November  9.  Gateway International  Raceway.  Madison, IL ----- SEE THIS NEWSLETTER FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION.
CHRISTMAS /CHANUKAH PARTY:  December 13.  University Club, St. Louis Missouri.  More details to follow in the next newsletter.
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Concours Results



1st Place – David Sindelar – ’93 Jaguar XJ 220

2nd Place – Todd Schumacher – ’01 Porscher 986 Boxter

3rd Place – Carl Fitzwater – ’00 Ferrari 360

3rd  Place – Dana Meyer – ’74 VW Thing

4th Place – ’49 MG TC

5th Place – Brad & Julie Bloomquist – ’72 BMW 2002 tii

5th Place – David Anderson – ’33 Rolls-Royce P-II Faux Cabriolet

6th Place – Miles Cramer – ’70 Porsche 914-6

7th Place – Rodger Van Ness – ’67 Mercedes 250S

7th Place – Steve Coldewe – ’61 Alfa Romeo Sprint Speciale

8th Place – James Weddle – ’72 Ferrari 365 GTB Daytona

8th Place – Jack Fahey – ’94 Mercedes E320 Cabriolet

8th Place – Lou Salini – ’65 Austin Healey BJ8 MKIII

8th Place – Curt Engler/Doug Morriss – ’58 Aston Martin DB 2/4 MKIII

9th Place – Steven Hurst – ’62 Austin Healey MKII 3000

10th Place – Jerrold Anna – ’78 Porsche 930 Turbo

10th Place – Jim Roeder – ’57 VW Bug

10th Place – Lloyd Mathis – ’64 Renauld Dauphine 40

11th Place – Conrad Roellchin – ’53 Sunbeam Talbot



Congratulations to CARL FITZWATER and JIM WEDDLE  on their awards.  Kudos to RICK SEIFERT of the St. Louis Mercedes Club for the splendid job he did as Chairman of this show.  It takes a tremendous amount of work to put on an event of this magnitude, but thanks to Rick and his committees, it was THE BEST EVER.
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We asked Dan several more questions, and here is what he has to say:
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…I’ve been to just about every racing venue there is, but two of my favorite track experiences have been at:  the Mille Miglia with my wife, Susie; and attending the “Harry Miller Reunion” at the Milwaukee Mile.  Miller was an  “idea” guy from the 1920’s whose designs for engines and race cars dominated the open wheel race track scene for over 60 years.


…I still want to go to:  Monaco for the Grand Prix, and to the Isle of Man for the TT motorcycle races.


…Over the years, the Ferrari’s I’ve owned include:  a 250 GTE (smooth as silk), a 250 PF coupe (didn’t stop too good), a 246 GTS Dino (light, nimble, and fun to drive), a 512 BBI (an awesome brute), a 400i (a big car suitable for my lifestyle today), and the Lusso (still mostly in its original condition). 


…A lot of cars have come and gone, but I still have:  the 400i, and of course, I plan on being buried in the Lusso!


Interviewing Dan Feinberg was an absolute delight.  We felt we got to know a true icon of St. Louis “Ferrari-ing,” and also got an insight into how things “used to be.”  It seems that Dan has always “been there.”  Not only has he seen the FCA grow from infancy into what it is today, but for over 30 years he has been a constant source of leadership, enthusiasm, and support for our club here in St. Louis.  The FCA/MO is truly fortunate to count Dan Feinberg as one of it’s most loyal members.
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Along with his friend, DON LEVIN, Dan proceeded to fix up his car.  “I didn’t truly appreciate Ferrari’s until I took mine apart,” he said.  “The mechanics, castings, design, and workmanship were all perfection.  Even the little things you wouldn’t expect…for instance, the upholstery was ripped, and when I took the seats out for restitching, I discovered that even the seats had the serial number of the car marked on them.” 



Dan further related that at the time, not a lot of repair parts were available from the factory, so finding what you needed was often difficult.  “Don and I couldn’t find the right valve guides for the Lusso, so we got some for a ‘275’ and machined them to fit.  Maybe it wasn’t proper,” Dan said, “but it worked!”



Once he had the Lusso in good running condition, Dan decided that it would be great fun to get together with some of the other Ferrari owners in town.  “The Ferrari Club of America had been established ten years earlier in 1962, and we decided that we wanted to form a chapter here in St. Louis,” Dan related.  “JIM GIGANTI was instrumental in getting everything going, and we held our first meeting in 1972.”  Two years after that, Dan assumed the leadership of the club.



The following people were charter members of the first St. Louis Chapter of the Ferrari Club of America: JIM GIGANTI (275 GTB),  MIKE WALTHER (Lusso), TOM WELCH (250 PF), DON LEVIN (250 GTE), JERROY FRANK (Boano Coupe), JOHN LEE (Boano Coupe), JACK REUTER (250 GTO), STU HOLLANDER (275 GTB4), ALLEN MILNER (250 SWB), BOB SPOONER (275 GTB), and of course, DAN FEINBERG (Lusso). 



What we wouldn’t give for those automobiles today, but according to Dan, “We were just a bunch of guys with some great ‘used’ cars!”



However, this little group of guys was filled with so much enthusiasm, that just four years after they held their first meeting, they successfully hosted the 1976 FCA Annual Meet here in St. Louis.  By 1979, there were 40 Ferrari owners in the club, and Dan Feinberg was still at the helm. 
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ATTENTION!
The FCA/MO Driver Education Event

Is November 9, 2002
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Entries are now being taken, and will be limited to 45 cars.  If we don’t fill up by August 31, we’ll open the entry up to other marque clubs.  See the entry form on your website @ www.nthplanet.com/fca or contact MARTY CARROLL at 314.966.2095.  DON’T BE LEFT OUT…ENTER NOW TO INSURE YOUR SPOT!  We will also need people to help with this event [registration, hospitality, corner stations, drive the pace car(s), etc,] so bring your significant others and friends.  You’ll be receiving a separate questionnaire from Marty requesting volunteers.

OUR OWN ODDITIES DEPARTMENT:   Do you remember in our last newsletter when we mentioned that there are three FCA/MO members who all live on Plant Avenue in Webster Groves?  Well, here’s another one for the books…CARL and NORMA FITZWATER recently moved into their new home on Linden Avenue in Clayton, only to discover that they and their next door neighbor, MITCH MARKOW, have identical silver Ferrari 360’s!!  To avoid possible confusion, it’s probably a good thing that their interiors are different colors.

GRAND PRIX RACING FACTS & TIDBITS
25 YEARS AGO…Lotus starts a technological revolution with its “wing car”-   Renualt starts another with its turbocharged V6.  Niki Lauda in a Ferrari is World Champion again.*
50 YEARS AGO…The World Championship is run under Formula Two and most victories are chalked up by Alberto Ascari in Ferraris.  Intensive work is carried out on the unsupercharged motor.*

75 YEARS AGO…The  German Grand Prix is held for the first time on the newly-constructed Nurburgring course.  The course is built in the mountainous Eifel region in the hope that racing events will bring visitors - and their cash - to the remote area.*

*Excerpts from “The Complete History of Grand Prix Motor Racing” by Andriano Cimarosti.

4


GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Wonderful people---wonderful stories.  Our club is filled with the most interesting people you’ll ever meet and, without exception, every member has some great stories to tell, either about their cars or themselves.  With this in mind, we would like to introduce you to: 
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DAN FEINBERG

A Ferrari owner for over 30 years, St. Louis realtor, DAN FEINBERG, can’t remember when he didn’t love cars.  “As a youngster growing up,” Dan fondly recalled, “when the other kids were reading comic books, I was reading Road and Track!”

As a teenager in the 1950’s, Dan’s love became even stronger when he attended his first sports car race.  “A bunch of guys and I decided to go to Smart Field in St. Charles, Missouri,” he reminisced, “and after hearing the wonderful noises that those cars made that day, I knew I was totally hooked.  From then on, my friends and I would go everywhere in the Midwest where we could find a race,  even skipping school if we had to.”

Dan related that at the time, the SCCA was a small organization, so there weren’t many places to race.  Fortunately, however, General Curtis Lemay, Commander of the Air Force Strategic Air Command, just happened to be a real sports car enthusiast, and he would oftentimes close off an Air Force base to air traffic for the weekend, and open the runways to the racers!!  Many of the those bases were in Illinois, Missouri and Kansas, and Dan and his friends would always be there.  “We got to see and hear some wonderful cars,” Dan said.  “Guys would come from all over with their Ferrari’s,  Maserati’s, Austin-Healey’s, Elva’s, Lotus’s, MG’s and Triumph’s just for the chance to put them on a track!”

As the years went by, Dan’s love of sports cars eventually turned into a lust for Ferraris.  “In 1971, I bought my first Ferrari - which at one time had been owned by BRETT HARDESTY’s dad.  It was  a dark green 1964 250 GTL Berlinetta Lusso and needed some work. Actually, it was a real smoker,” Dan laughingly recalled!  “You didn’t need to fog for mosquitoes after I went by in the Lusso.” 
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